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ABSTRACT 

This report contains social and economic 
characteristics of students from nursery schools through higher 
education. The figures are based on the Current Population survey 
conducted in October 1974 by the Bureau of the Census* The following 
tables are included: (1) School Enrollment of the Population 3 to 34 
Years Old by Level and Control of School and Race: October 1964 to 
October 197<'l; (2) School Enrollment of the Population 3 to 34 Years 
Old by Age and Sex: October 1964 to October 1974; (3) College 
Enrollment of the Population 14 to 34 Years Old, by Sex and Race: 
October 1964 to October 1974; (4) College Enrollment of the 
Population 16 Years Old and Over, by Age and Sex: October 1970 to 
October 1974; and (5) Enrollment Status of the Population 3 to 34 
Years Old, by Age, Sex, Race, Spanish origin, and Selected 
Educational Characteristics: October 1974. (Author/RH) 
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(Advance report) 



The total number of f)ersons 3 to 34 years old 
enrolled in school in the fall of 1974 was 60.3 million 
students, 1.5 percent above the 1973 level of 59.4 
million. Most of the Increase occurred in nursery 
school and college enrollment with changes of about 
280,000 and 650,000.respectively. Elementary school 
enrollment (grades 1 through 8) has declined since the 
early 1970's, reflecting decreases In the population of 
elementary school age rather than changes In propot - 
tions enrolled. Nearly all persons of elementary school 
age are enrolled in school because of compulsory 
attendance lam for persons 6 to 15 years old (see table 
2). The number of births has been decreasing since the 
early 1960's. resulting in smaller cohorts entering 
elementary school each year. The fertility decline has 
not yet affected high school enrollment since these 
smaller cohorts have not reached high school age and it 
will not affect college enrollment until around 1980. 

These results are based on the Current Population 
Survey conducted in October 1974 by the Bureau of 
the Census; the figures are for the civilian noninstitu- 
tional population. 

Elementary and pre primary enrollment. Nursery 
school attendance was higher than 10 years ago 'lespite 
the decreases in births. Between 1964 and 1974 
enrollment in nursery school tripled from about 
470,000 to 1.6 million. During that time tho popula- 
tion of 3- and 4*year-olds decreased from 8.4 to 7.0 



million, but the proportion enrolled in school increased 
from 10 percent to 29 percent of the age group (table 
2). In the same 10*year period, kindergarten attend* 
ance increased by 15 percent from 2.8 to 3.3 million. 
Among 5'year*olds, 70 percent were enrolled in school 
in 1964 and 90 percent in 1974. 

Most formal education now takes place In public 
schools, but about three-fourths of nursery school 
students are enrolled In private schools. Although 
private elementary school enrollment has not changed 
significantly in the last year, the number of children 
attending private elementary schools has decreased In 
the last 10 years by 1,7 million. Enrollment In private 
sctiools declined from 15 percent to 10 percent of the 
total elementary enrollment. Total enrollment in ele- 
mentary school was about the same in 1974 as in 1964. 

College enrotlment. College enrollment for persons 
14 to 34 years old reached a new high of 8.8 million 
persons in 1974, about 8 percent higher than in 1973. 
The substantial increase in college enrollment In the 
past year occurred mainly among females, older stu- 
dents and blacks; the increases took place In public 
colleges-private college enrollment did not change. 

Several major change^ have occurred in the college 
population since 1970. The number of women college 
students increased by 30 percent since that year; 
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wlUMCMs mon tuivo incmasod by only abmit t2|MHooi\t. 
In tiiot, tho ifUMoasi^ it^ itu? tuuMluM of wtmien in colteyi? 
iicuoutUeU for about (53 jit)t'C(>fU of tH« incroaso in 
oolknje entoHtnont in tlio past 4 years. The pioportitHi 
of tin) 4^)llegt» ^>tiHlo^H popiiiatio!) tiu)i vviis fonwtc 
tncroastHl to 44 percent in U)74 con^paioU witfi 41 
fmrcont in 1970. Tills continues a tiond toward o 
uroater proportion of fernato gotletje stiKionts Uurinu 
tl)e past 20 years. 



College enrollment tor l)lacks iii^s also increased 
substantially since 1970. There were alK)ut 300,000 
more Nu(|ro college students otuolled in colletjo in 1974 
than in 1970, »'i 56 porcern increast? in 4 years, and a 
250 f^ercent increase in 10 years (ceo table 3). The 
tiicrease in black college enrollment has resulted in an 
increase in their proportion of all college students from 
5 percent i!) 1964 to 7 percent in 1970 and 9 percent 
m 1974. About 12 (.xjrcent of all persons 18 to 21 
years old are black, thus blacks rtill represent a smaller 
proportion of college students than of the total 
population. About 350,000 persons of Spanish origin 
were enrolled in college during 1974, about 4 percent 
of the college population. 



College students were more likely to be attending 
part time in 1974 than in 1970. During the 1960's, 
approximately 78 percent of ail students were attend^ 
ing ftill time; however, in 1974 the proportion declined 
to 72 percent as part-time enrollment increased 50 
percent and fulhtime enrollment increased by 10 
percent since 1970. The increase in the number of 
part-time college students is due to a large increase in 
the number of persons 25 years old or over attending 



coilegi? in pa^t few years. ^ A greater proportion of 
25' to 347t>^r'Olds were etu oiled m college in 1974 
than at any tin^^ during the past 10 yeais, The 
proportion of persons 18 to 24 years old attending 
college has remained about the same, or declined 
slightly, during ,he past 4 years. Since the fall of 1970, 
^he number of 18 to 24 year old college students 
increased by about 9 percent while enrollmcMit for 
persons 25 to 34 years old increased by 63 percent. 
Thus the fall 1974 college population was older and 
more likely to be enrolled part time than in the 1960's. 

Enrollment figures have been collected on persons 
■35 years old and over since 1972. The number of 
persons 35 years old and over enrolled in college 
increased by 30 percent since that time to about 1 
million students in the fall 1974. About 80 percent of 
persons of this age in college were attending part time. 
This rapid increase in enrollment among older persons 
may be due to a recognised need for retraining or to 
recruitment efforts of colleges, aiid perhaps to the 
recent decline in family size, 

Since the figures presented in this report are based 
on sample data, they may differ from the figures that 
would have been obtained from a complete census. The 
sampling variation may be relatively large where the 
numbers shown are small. A more complete statement 
on the variability due to sampling, as well as more 
detailed information will be issued In a later report in 
this series. 



About 17 percont of 18* to 24*voar.olcls were attending 
college pert time while 63 percent of 2&« to 34«yearold$ were 
attending part time. 
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Table I. SCHOOL ENROLLMENT OF THE POPULATION 3 TO 34 YEARS OLD BY LEVEL AND 
CONTROL OF SCHOOL AND RACE: OCTOBER 1964 TO OCTOBER 1974 
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Table 2. SCHOOL ENROLLMENT OF THE POPULATION 3 TO 34 YEARS OLD BY AGE AND SEX: 

OCTOBER 1964 TO OCTOBER 1974 
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Table 3. COLLEGE ENROLLMENT OF THE POPULATION 14 TO 34 YEARS OLD. 
BY SEX AND RACE: OCTOBER 1964 TO OCTOBER 1974 
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Table 4. COLLEGE ENROLLMENT OF THE POPULATION 16 YEARS OLD AND OVER. 
BY AGE AND SEX: OCTOBER 1970 TO OCTOBER 1974 
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Table 5. ENROLLMENT STATUS OF THE POPULATION 3 TO 34 YEARS OLD. BY AGE, SEX. RACE, 
SPANISH ORIGIN, AND SELECTED EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS: OCTOBER 1974 
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Table 5. ENROLLMENT STATUS OF THE POPULATION 3 TO 34 YEARS OLD. BY AGE, SEX. RACE, 
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178 


41 . 7 


ISO 


35.1 




fil2 


69 


11. :i 


5 


64 


45 


543 


88. 7 


275 


44 .9 


269 


43 .8 




754 


50 


li. 7 


11 


39 


IH 


704 


93 . 3 


358 


47 . 4 


346 


45 . 9 




711 


32 


4.8 




19 


** 


879 


'95 . 4 


292 


41.0 


387 


S4.4 




3,33n 


1,M71 


56.0 


1,674 


196 


130 


1,467 


44.0 


S67 


17.0 


900 


27.0 




233 


39 


23.5 


59 


- 




193 


76.5 




_ 


193 


76.5 




217 


202 


93.1 


202 


- 


- 


15 


6.9 


_ 




15 


6.9 




334 


32H 


98.3 


328 


- 


- 


6 


1.7 


_ 


• 


6 


1.7 




557 


549 


98.5 


549 


- 


- 


9 


1.5 


- 


_ 


9 


1.8 




292 


2«6 


97.9 


286 


- 


- 


6 


2.1 


- 




6 


2.1 




251 


19H 


78.6 


192 


6 


6 


54 


21.4 


3 


1.8 


49 


19.6 




222 


104 


46.8 


49 


S3 


40 


118 


S3. 2 


40 




78 


35 . 1 




2m 


46 


22.3 


2 


44 


35 


160 


77.7 


80 


38.7 


80 


39.0 




292 


43 


14.5 




42 


27 


250 


85.5 


129 


44.2 


121 


41.3 




3HB 


32 


8.4 


8 


24 


15 


353 


91.6 


192 


49.8 


161 


41.9 




32R 


24 


7.4 




24 


3 


304 


92.6 


122 


37,1 


182 


35.5 


Fi.'innlfi 3 t*i 34 yearg.*.. 


3,331 


1,749 


52.5 


1,592 


158 


117 


1»582 


47.5 


660 


19.8 


922 


27.7 




233 


64 


27.4 


64 






169 


72.6 






169 


72.6 




221 


201 


91.1 


201 






20 


8.9 






20 


8.9 




356 


353 


99.2 


353 






3 


0*8 






3 


0.8 




493 


493 


100.0 


493 




















267 


251 


94.1 


251 






16 


5.9 






16 


S.9 




223 


174 


77.9 


169 


5 


3 


49 


22.1 


3 


1.3 


46 


20.11 




245 


107 


43.7 


dl 


S6 


46 


138 


58.3 


77 


31.2 


62 


25.1 




221 


53 


23.9 


2 


51 


41 


168 


76.1 


99 


44.6 


70 


31.5 




320 


27 


8.4 


5 


22 


18 


293 


91.6 


146 


4a. 5 


148 


46.2 




369 


18 


4.9 


3 


15 


3 


351 


95.1 


166 


45.0 


18S 


ftO.l 




383 


8 


2.2 




8 


5 


375 


97.8 


170 


44.3 


20S 


S3.S 



• Roprvsents zero, 

^PeraoM of Spuniflh origin may bo any race. 
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